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NEWS CONFERENCE #728-A 


AT THE WHITE HOUSE 
WITH GEORGE CHRISTIAN 
12:05 P.M. EST 
FEBRUARY 6, 1967 
MONDAY 

MR. CHRISTIAN: We have two alterations on the 

schedule necessitated by weather in New York. Ambassador 
Goldberg will not be here for his 12:30 appointment and it is 
unlikely that Congressman Resnick will be here for the 1:15 
appointment. 

Q Will they be here later in the day # do you 
think , or are they just cancelled for today? 

MR. CHRISTIAN: I just don't know what time they 

can get here now. 

You will be handed the statement on the President's 
intention to nominate Brigadier General Walter P. Leber as 
Governor of the Canal Zone. General Leber will succeed 
Governor Robert J. Fleming, Jr. who resigned effective with 
his retirement from active duty in the Army January 31. 

Q Has Governor Fleming 1 s retirement been 
announced previously? 

MR. CHRISTIAN: I don't believe it has. It has not 

been announced out of here. He may have indicated that he 
was retiring. 

Q What is the status of the Panama Canal study? 

Are they still studying? 

MR. CHRISTIAN: The study or the negotiations? 

Q The negotiations. 

MR. CHRISTIAN: They have been going on a couple of 

years and are still in process. 

Anything else? 

o George, Senator Kennedy says that he has something 
he wants to talk to the White House about, I guess peace feelers 
from Hanoi. Could you tell us whether he has asked to meet 
with someone here and, if so, when, and anything else you might 
say about it? 

MR. CHRISTIAN: Secretary Katzenbach, who was over 

here this morning, informed me that he has an appointment with 
Senator Kennedy later today to discuss the full range of the 
sihjects covered by the Senator's recent trip. 
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Q The Senator said both the State Department 
and the White House. Does this mean that he does not now have 
any arrangements to meet here? 

MR. CHRISTIAN: That is correct. The President did 

ask Secretary Katzenbach to contact Senator Kennedy. 

Q Did the Senator ask to see the President and 
was referred to Mr. Katzenbach? Do I understand that? 

MR. CHRISTIAN: No, sir. As far as I know, there 

hasn't been any request for an appointment with the President. 

He will see Secretary Katzenbach. I don't know the exact 
time, but it is later this afternoon. 

Q Was the Senator representing the White House 
in any way in his trip overseas? 

MR. CHRISTIAN: No. I understand the State Department 

cooperated in his trip. To answer your question: He was 

not representing the White House or the President on his trip 
and I think he himself made that clear. 

Q George, has he talked to the President on the 
telephone since he returned? 

MR. CHRISTIAN: No. 

Q Or while he was there? 

MR. CHRISTIAN: No. I am sure he did not. 

Q Can you amplify Mr. Ros tow's remarks about 
Vietnam on Saturday, that the situation was entering an 
interesting and delicate stage? 

MR. CHRISTIAN: Ralph, on that subject, I am going 

to refer you back to what the President said in his press 
conference at the bottom of page 2 in which he said: 

"It would not be helpful to me — and I do not intend 
to do so — to comment on any particular channel or communi- 
cations at this point. You may !-e sure that we are diligent 
in our search for the possibility of peaceful settlement. 

"In all candor, I must say that I am not aware of 
any serious effort that the other side has made, in my judgment, 
to bring the fighting to a stop and to stop the war." 

That is the President's position on the matter and 
I don't intend to discuss anything beyond that. 

Q George, although you say that you don't intend 
to discuss it, do you or does the White House find any contra- 
diction or conflict between what tht: President said at his 
press conference and what Mr. Rostcw said on Saturday? 
Specifically, do you conceive it possible for Mr. Rostow to say 
that an interesting and delicate situation is at hand when the 
President says there has been no serious indication from the 
other side of willingness to negotiate? 
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MR. CHRISTIAN: Jim, I stand on what the President 

said Thursday. That is his position and I don't want to get 
into anything else in regard to views or other statements. 

Q The whole point of this is, George, the President 
said he is not willing to go beyond his statement but Mr. Rostow 
I think went considerably beyond the President's statement. 

MR. CHRISTIAN: I say I am not willing to go beyond 

the President's statement. 

Q Was Mr. Rostow speaking on the authority of the 
President or with the knowledge of the President, either one? 

MR. CHRISTIAN: I am not going to comment any more 

on the subject. I said I wasn't going to go beyond what the 
President said in his press conference. 

Q George, what can the White House say about the 
apparent wide-spread variance in the aircraft loss figures put 
out by the Pentagon and other figures which are now coming 
out of other sources as from Saigon? 

MR. CHRISTIAN: I don't have any comment on it at 
all, Smitty. I will just have to refer you to the Pentagon. 

Q What do you see shaping up for this week, George? 

MR. CHRISTIAN: The President is working on the Space 

Message and he hopes to send it up tomorrow. 

Q Can you give us definite word on that this 

afternoon? 

MR. CHRISTIAN: I think so. The President is still 

doing some work on it. That is the target, tomorrow. 

Q Any others this week? 

MR. CHRISTIAN: I would anticipate at least one 

other, possibly two others, besides the one today and the Space 
Message . 


Q You would brief at 10:00, would you, on the 
Space Message, if it goes up? 

MR. CHRISTIAN: Yes, we will have the same setup 

tomorrow on the Space Message, if we get it in. 

Q George, is there anything more on the week's 
schedule? He has the King of Morocco. I guess Willy Brandt. 
Anything more? Speeches? 

MR. CHRISTIAN: No, those are the only two foreign 

visitors. I haven't seen the schedule for the remainder of 
the week . 

THE PRESS: Thank you. 

END AT 12:15 P.M. EST 
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